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SUBJECT: CHURCH REPORTS HARASSMENT 

1 . LA PRENSA REPORTS IT HAS RECEIVED A LETTER, SIGNED BY 
NINE MEMBERS OF THE DIOCESE OF ESTILI, IN WHICH THE CHRUCH 
ALLEGES HARASSMENT-SOME OF IT BY THE NATIONAL GUARD (GN). 
FIVE SPECIFIC ALLEGED INCIDENTS ARE CITED. 

2. IN THE FIRST INCIDENT, FATHER TEODORO CUSTER, WHO WORKS 

IN OCOTAL, REPORTEDLY WAS THE OBJECT OF AN ATTACK BY FERMIN 
ALBARENGA, ALLEGEDLY AN INFORMER FOR THE GN. ALBARENGA 
REPORTEDLY ATTEMPTED TO FORCIBLY ENTER CUSTER S RESIDENCE 
AND FIRED SHOTS IN THE ATTEMPT. 

3. IN THE SECOND INCIDENT, FATHER ALFREDO GUNDRUM, AN AMCIT 
SERVING IN JALAPA, SUFFERED A VISIT BY ELEMENTS OF THE GN 
WHO ALLEGEDLY SAID THEY HAD AN ARREST ORDER AND ATTEMPTED 
TO FORCIBLY ENTER HIS RESIDENCE ON 6 AUGUST. (NOTE: EMB 

WAS AWARE OF THIS INCIDENT. IT HAD BEEN REPORTED BY 
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ONE OF THE CAPUCHIN FATHERS WHO HAD SPOKEN TO GUNDRUM 
BY PHONE. ORIGINALLY, IT WAS THOUGHT THAT GUNDRUM MIGHT 
BE IN PHYSICAL DANGER, BUT, BY THE FOLLOWING DAY. ALTHOUGH 
DETAILS REMAINED SKETCHY. IT WAS CLEAR THAT THE INDICENT 
WAS ENDED AND GUNDRUM WAS IN NO IMMEDIATE DANGER EITHER 
OF ARREST OR ATTACK. END NOTE) 
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4. THE THIRD INCIDENT INVOLVED FATHER JULIO LOPEZ, 

SERVING IN EL CALVARIO. ALLEGEDLY, ON REPEATED OCCASIONS, 

LOPEZ HAS SUFFERED INSULTS BY GN ELEMENTS. ADDITIONALLY, 

PERSON OR PERSONS UNKNOWN, HAVE FIRED SHOTS IN FRONT OF 
THE CHURCH DURING MASS AND THROWN BOMBS AT THE 
RESIDENCE OF THE FATHERS. 

5. THE FOURTH INCIDENT INVOLVED FATHER EDUARDO MAJIA 
WHO WAS ARRESTED BY IMMIGRATION AUTHORITIES AT LOS MANOS 
(ON THE HONDURAN BORDER) AND IMPRISONED IN OCOTAL. THE 
LETTER ALLEGES THAT MEJIA NEVER WAS INFORMED OF THE 
REASON FOR HIS DETENTION. 

6. THE LAST INCIDENT INVOLVED MONSEIGNEUR JOSE DEL 
CARMEN SUAZO, PARSON OF SOMOTO. WAS TAKEN PRISONER BY 
ELEMENTS OF THE GN WHILE WITH SOME CAPESINOS AND, 

REPORTEDLY, WAS PRESENT WHILE TWO OF THE CAMPESINOS WERE 
BEATEN IN THE COMMAND POST. ALTHOUGH NO OFFICIAL 
REASON FOR THE CAPTURE WAS OFFERED, ON GN MEMBER 
ALLEGEDLY SAID THAT "THEY WERE COMPLYING WIT SUPERIOS 
ORDERS." 

7. THE LETTER CONTINUES THAT ELEMENTS OF THE GN 
"DISRESPECTFULLY HAVE ENTERED CHURCHES IN OCOTAL AND 
THE CATHEDRAL IN ESTELI ARMED AND RECENTLY EXPLODED 
A BOMB." THE LETTER CONCLUDES, "WE DENOUNCE AND 
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PROTEST THOSE PERSONS WHO DO NOT HAVE THE MINIMUM 
RESPECT FOR HUMAN LIFE, ALSO (WE PROTEST) TO THE 
AUTHORITIES WHO EXIST TO PRESERVE ORDER SO THAT, 

INSTEAD OF CREATING A CLIMATE OF SUSPICION AND LACK 
OF CONFIDENCE IN THE PIOPLE, THEY WILL BE THE PROTECTORS 
OF THE TRANQUILITY TO WHICH EACH CITIZEN HAS A RIGHT." 

8. COMMENT: THE IMPETUS FOR THE LETTER, COULD HAVE BEEN 
THE RECENT ISSUANCE OF THE TWO CHURCH STATEMENTS. ALL 

OF THESE ALLEGED INCIDENTS OCCURRED IN THE NORTHERN AREA OF THE 
COUNTRY WHERE, TRADITIONALLY, A MORE "FRONTIER-TYPE" 

APPROACH TO LAW AND ORDER EXISTS. THE EMB HAS 
INDEPENDENT CONFIRMATION OF ONLY ONE INCIDENT AND, 

THEREFORE, CANNOT, AT THIS POINT, ADD MUCH LIGHT TO 
THEM. HOWEVER, INCIDENTS SUCH AS THE ABOVE CAN BE 
EXPECTED AS THE CHURCH TAKES AN INCREASINGLY STRONG 
STAND ON CURRENT EVENTS. 

SOLAUN 
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